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Behavioural shift 
necessary for 
sustainable SWM

With the booming populace, cities are witnessing the menace of solid waste 
more so because there seems a lack of attitudinal as well as motivational de-
sire among the citizens.

Although the country in terms of regulation does have the comprehensive 
Municipal Solid Waste (Management and Handling) Rules, 2000, the absence 
of proper enforcement and implementation leaves it as just a mere directive 
on paper.

Almost every Indian city has ongoing waste management projects, but no 
project is operating at the optimum level. Much has been talked about the 
issues relating to urban governance, financial health of corporations

and marketability of products from recycling, at various forums. But, al-
though waste is a community-based issue, the required bottomsup approach 
is still amiss from the projects.

The herculean task of managing solid waste cannot be completed without 
peopleled initiatives and involvement of all the stakeholders playing a vital 
role in its successful implementation. As SWM is a concerted effort of all 
stakeholders – civic agencies, RWAs, communities, rag-pickers, NGOs, pri-
vate parties and the government – each one has to play a pro-active role to 
make it a success.

NGOs have always proved to be a major catalyst in mobilising community 
action. They have the expertise to systematically initiate the programme, put 
the system in place, monitor its progress and provide valuable guidance.

Although seldom counted, informal sector contributes substantially to 
waste management. Similarly, residents’ welfare associations can play a cru-
cial role in awareness generation on segregation at source and making waste 
generators part of the waste handling process.

Information about such projects should, however, be disseminated prop-
erly before their execution, so as to obtain the desired results. Public at large 
need to be educated and informed about the economics of a joint effort, which 
would result in huge savings by way of utilisation at source, leading to reduc-
tion in manpower, transportation, health services and creation of livelihoods 
for the weaker sections of the society.

Now, with the Swachch Bharat Mission, what needs to monitored is the con-
sistency of the cleanliness drive and the zeal among the citizens along with 
the authorities to make the country a spic and span soon.

Dr Harshvardhan Modak
Editor
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Cities in India are groaning under the increasingly unbearable 
burden of urban waste and garbage. The brunt is borne by the 
poor living on the fringes of the City. Garbage of all kinds is 
dumped in landfills in their neighbourhood, causing chronic 
health hazards for citizens and cattle. In addition to the direct 
and more near term health hazards, such dumping has poten-
tial for long term environmental damage with toxic substances 
permeating the earth’s surface. This has adverse consequences 
like damaging crop prospects and poisoning the drinking wa-
ter sources. 

The Debate on Waste Management is engaging policy mak-
ers, local bodies and citizens intensely. The debate is, however, 
hampered by its almost exclusive focus on ‘Management’. It is 
necessary that the supply side, i.e., the generation of waste re-
ceives greater attention.

While the problem of urban waste has become more acute 
with growing populations in cities, i.e., quantitative pressure, it 
is also due in large measure to the citizens’ habits, preferences 
and lifestyles, i.e., qualitative pressure. Segregation of waste at 
source is prescribed as a remedy for effective waste manage-
ment. Separation into bio-degradable and non-biodegradable 
waste will indeed ease the pressure particularly with authori-
ties mandating disposal of the bio-degradable variety within 
housing societies. This can be subjected to composting and 
other measures which are becoming increasingly available and 
awareness is on the rise. The non-biodegradable variety pre-
sents the greater challenge.  A lot of this variety of waste is the 
result of changes in lifestyle, habits and preferences of citizens. 
The proliferation (in fact it has become the norm) of packaged 
drinking water in PET bottles, milk in sachets and tetra packs 
rather than reusable bottles, etc. has created burdens of newer 
kinds and larger volumes.

This is where the principles of 4Rs- Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle can reduce the burden. Carrying reusable shopping 
bags from home precludes the use of plastic bags greatly re-
ducing the stubborn plastic bags menace. Further segregation 
of non-bio-degradable waste into cardboard/paper, glass, metal, 
plastic and its placement into separate bins at the gate of a resi-
dential society will enable easy collection by the scrap collector 
for recycling. Such recycling will greatly reduce the burden of 
waste while extracting economic value out of it. Such bins may 
also be mandated outside supermarkets and malls.

Citizens making smart choices by buying and using reus-
able/recyclable goods can greatly reduce the waste they send 
into landfills and contribute to making cities sustainable.

It is now certain that cities will continue to generate more 
waste due to changed lifestyles, habits and preferences. Certain 
garbage generating lifestyle changes appear irreversible, like 
the milk in tetrapacks instead of returnable glass bottles. There-
fore there is an urgent need for intervention by all stakeholders. 
Citizens can imbibe new practices that can mitigate the neg-
ative consequence of their new lifestyles. Urban local bodies 
need to engage actively with residents and seek their participa-
tion in community-wide programs that raise awareness, reduce 
the generation of waste and enable reuse/recyclingof the waste 
which gets generated any way. Policy makers can incentivize 
recycling and encourage use of recycled material (lower duties 
for example). Other policy levers can be explored.

Innovations have already enabled the use of waste and re-
cycled material in activities like construction and road-build-
ing. Newer technologies and applications will emerge. These 
need to be encouraged and embraced. In our journey towards 
a Swachh Bharat, we need to address the supply side of urban 
waste (prevention), just as vigorously as we look forwaste man-
agement and disposal solutions (cure).

SWACHH BHARAT 
Treat the Disease 
not the symptoms
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Sustainable SWM required 
for Smart Cities  

Smart leadership with clarity, vision and courage is needed 
for transforming cities in the country into Smart Cities, Union 
Minister for Urban Development M.Venkaiah Naidu said 

Participating in an international symposium on Municipal 
Solid Waste Management organised by the Confederation 
of Indian Industry here, Mr. Naidu said that the local bodies 
should look at raising their revenues without squeezing the cit-
izens in the name of taxes.

Those at the helm of affairs at the local bodies should take the 
lead in ushering in changes. “An ideal municipal commission-
er is one who hits the roads in the morning to monitor works 
and the same applies for deputy commissioners and others,” 
he suggested.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was keen on involvement of 
citizens in Swachh Bharat campaign and the drive was turning 
into a people’s movement, he said. “Cleanliness and hygiene 
should become part of our lives and it is encouraging to see the 
involvement of all,” he said.

Appropriate handling of municipal solid waste was a key 
component of Swachh Bharat mission and the need was to 

identify and adopt sustainable practises. Mr. Naidu said that 
proposals on waste to compost and waste to energy were being 
worked out and the Union Government was even contemplat-
ing proposals on recycling of construction debris.

In his address, former Special Chief Secretary S. Chakravar-
thy said that Indian cities generate 42 million metric tonnes of 
solid waste every day with per capita generation ranging be-
tween 0.2 to 0.6 kg per day. “Solid waste can be reused, reduced 
and recycled and converted into energy fuel,” he said, while 
stressing on the need for a uniform state / national policy on 
solid waste management.

Commissioner and Director of Municipal Administration 
Janardhan Reddy, Managing Director Hitachi Zosen India 
Hideaki Horiuchi and others participated in the symposium.

Six wte plants to be set up 
under SWM  
Six waste-to-energy plants with installed capacity of about 74 
MW will be commissioned next year including two in the na-
tional capital.
“We have launched the waste-to-wealth scheme for which steps 
have been taken for commissioning of these waste-to-energy 
plants to produce a total 73.6 MW,” said a senior Urban Devel-
opment Ministry official.
Solid Waste Management (SWM) is a crucial component of 
Swachch Bharat Mission.
The official said for making solid waste management (SWM) 
projects viable, there is a proposal to provide market develop-
ment assistance and the government will also make it manda-
tory for the state electricity boards to procure power from these 
units. Besides Central Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(CERC) is also working to determine the tariff for the power 
generated from waste-to-energy plants to boost their financial 
viability. 
In order to improve the scope for waste-to-energy projects, the 
official said Power Ministry is in the process of amending the 
Electricity Act-2003 to include a provision for State Electrici-
ty Discoms to mandatorily purchase all power generated from 
municipal solid waste. A proposal to this effect is likely to come 
up before the Cabinet soon. 

‘Pay contractor for 
waste management’
The Madras High Court has directed the Coimbatore Corpora-
tion to pay month-wise the transport charges and processing 
fee the Coimbatore Integrated Waste Management Company 
Pvt. Ltd. incurs from October 2015.
     The Corporation had told the court that of the Rs. 7.79 crore 
it was asked to pay, it had paid Rs. 1.65 crore and needed 15 days 
to pay the balance.
   The civic body and the contractor had been at logger heads 
for quite sometime now after the Corporation stopped paying 
monthly bills on charges of not processing waste. After waiting 
for long for the bills to be cleared, the contractor took the Cor-
poration to court.
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Improve solid waste 
management or face 
action: CPCB
 

Ie central pollution watchdog has issued notices 
to civic authorities of 184 cities/towns across the 
country asking them to pull up their socks or face 
action.

Besides, the environment ministry has decided to 
depute 20 joint secretary-level officers to undertake 
assessment and periodic review of all 43 Critically 
Polluted Areas (CPAs) - mainly industrial clusters 
-- across the country to see whether the central 
action plan is being properly implemented or not to 
minimize the impact of pollution.

The country’s CPAs include Delhi’s Najafgarh 
drain basin area, Faridabad, Panipat, Ghaziabad, 
Noida, Agra, Kanpur, Korba, Ahmedabad, 
Ankleshwar, Bhavnagar, Vapi, Vatva, Dhanbad, 
Mangalore, Greater Kochi, Indore, Chandrapur, 
Navi Mumbai, Chandrapur, Tarapur, Angul Talchar, 
Ludhiana, Bhiwadi, Pali, Jodhpur, Visakhapatnam, 
Asansol and Haldia among others.

At present, seven of these CPAs come under a 
moratorium on consideration of any developmental 
project for environmental clearance. These include 
Ankleshwar and Vatva (Gujarat), Chandrapur 
(Maharashtra), Pali and Jodhpur (Rajasthan), 
Vellore (Tamil Nadu) and Najafgarh drain basin 
(Delhi).

Under the notices to civic authorities, municipal 
commissioners have been asked to complete all 
civic formalities and “seek consent” under the 
Water Act within 60 days to set up sewage and solid 
waste management facilities. 

“Once they finalize the plan and get the required 
consent in two months, the Centre will pitch in to 
help the state in setting up these facilities in a time-
bound manner,” an environment ministry official 
said.

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), in 
its notices, also asked civic bodies to statutorily 
comply with provisions of the Water Pollution 
Control Act and rules relating to Municipal Solid 
Waste Management. “These directions under the 
Act are statutory and non-compliance of these 
directives will attract legal proceedings under the 
law,” it said.

If the local officers fail to adhere to dos and don’ts 
under the existing laws and dither on complying 
with the notices of the central pollution watchdog, 
they will be deemed to be guilty under the Water 
Act and the Environment Protection Act and will be 
liable to be proceeded against in a court of law.

Government to rank 75 
municipal areas

Mvernment will come out with a ranking of 75 major munici-
pal areas in cities with million plus populations and all state 
capitals by January focusing on solid waste management in 
these urban areas.
This is the first such government survey since the launch of 
Swachh Bharat Mission in October, 2014. The decision was 
taken by urban development minister M Venkaiah Naidu. 
“The survey is aimed at fostering a spirit of competition 
among the major cities and state capitals to ensure sanitation 
in urban areas,” an urban development ministry spokesper-
son said. He added these 75 urban areas account for over 50% 
of country’s total urban population.
The official said solid waste management is being given 60% 
weightage followed by 15% each for availability and use of 
household individual toilets and public and community toi-
lets besides 5% each for city-level sanitation plans and Infor-
mation.
While 10 urban areas in Maharashtra will be covered in this 
survey eight in Uttar Pradesh, five in Gujarat, four each in Ta-
mil Nadu and Delhi will also be ranked. The ministry said 
that three urban areas each in Kerala, Jharkhand, Rajasthan 
and West Bengal will be covered as well.
As per the module, survey agencies will collect necessary data 
from urban local bodies besides through direct observation 
and citizen feedback through questionnaires. A minimum of 
15 respondents have to be asked in each ward for feedback. 
Under contractual obligation, survey agencies will have to 
furnish detailed documentation including photographs and 
video-clips of various places surveyed.
“An illustrative account of evaluation parameters includes 
formulation and making public city-level sanitation plans 
and technology-based systems for citizen complaints about 
sanitation and their redressal feedback,” the spokesperson 
said.
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ndian cities are facing unprecedented urbanization 
and population growth, resulting in huge quantities of 
waste being generated. Due to the changing lifestyles 

and consumption patterns, the composition of waste  
has been changing too. Further, industrialisation  
and economic growth are only adding to the mounds of 
waste, making waste hazardous to our country’s public  
health, and global and local environment. The massive  
heaps of waste we’re generating everyday need  
to be managed efficiently to minimise its  
harmful effects on public health, air, water and  
land resources.

The Scenario
The total municipal solid waste (MSW) generated in urban 

India stands at 68.8 million tons per year (TPY) and has seen 
an over 50 percent increase since 2001. The country is set to 
generate 920 million TPY of MSW by the end of this decade 
and 160.5 million TPY, at the rate of 440,000 TPD, by 2041.

Open burning of solid wastes and landfill fires emit nearly 
22,000 TPY of pollutants into the air in the city of Mumbai 
alone. Since open burning happens at ground level, the 
resultant emissions enter the lower level breathing zone of 
the atmosphere, increasing health risks for human beings.

Local governments, which are primarily responsible for 

Handling 
Garbage Menace 
in India
As a consequence of unprecedented urbanisation and population growth in the 
country, the widening gap between the amount of waste generated and handled is 
resulting in major climate and health issues, calling for its handling and treatment.

I
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waste management, are finding it hard to provide or implement 
immediate solutions. While policy gridlock persists, public 
health continues to be affected, environmental resources go 
on getting polluted and quality of life goes on degrading.

Fourteen years since the Municipal Solid Waste (Handling 
and Management) Rules 2000 were issued by the Ministry 
of Environment and Forests, the progress achieved is rather 
little: hardly any city complies with the MSW Rules 2000, open 
dumping, open burning, landfill (dumpsite) fires continue, 
and as a result, exposure of human beings and animals to 
various risks stays.

The inability to provide immediate solutions to waste 
management problems has left cities grappling with the 
increasing quantities of waste, and is already escalating 
public unease in various parts of the country. This will lead 
to a waste management crisis if the authorities concerned 
do not leverage the current situation, which has resulted in 
increased awareness to bring about long- term reforms in the 
way waste is handled today.

Limited options
Municipal corporations have limited options and, therefore, 

are not able to deliver integrated waste management systems 
immediately. There is need to install waste management 
facilities inside or near the cities, but no citizen wants those 
facilities to come up near his residence. Finding new landfill 
sites around cities is nearly impossible due to the sheer lack 
of space for Locally Unwanted Land Uses (LULUs) because 
of the population density and the scale of increasing urban 
sprawl in India. 

Due to lack of alternatives, other than diverting waste 
fractionally by increasing informal recycling sector’s role, 
closing existing landfills would mean finding new sites which 
is nearly impossible because of the track record of dumpsite 

operations and maintenance in India and the not-in-my-
backyard phenomenon.

However, the corporations can take measures to reduce 
landfill fires and open burning, and control pollution from the 
leachate, odour and vector nuisance. This will provide much-
needed relief to adjacent communities and give them time to 
plan better. While navigating through an issue as sensitive as 
this, it is of the utmost importance that they work closely with 
the community by increasing clarity and transparency.

Judiciary platform for public
The Indian judicial system proved to be the most effective 

platform for the public to influence government action. The 
majority of local and national governments’ activity directed 
towards improving municipal solid waste management is the 
result of direct public action, funnelled through High Courts 
in each state, and through the Supreme Court. This started 
as early as 1996 when a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) in 
the Supreme Court resulted in India drafting its first MSW 

Due to lack of alternatives, other than diverting 
waste fractionally by increasing informal  
recycling sector’s role, closing existing landfills 
would mean finding new sites which is nearly 
impossible because of the track record of  
dumpsite operations and maintenance in India 
and the not-in-my-backyard phenomenon.
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(Management and Handling) Rules 2000.
In a more recent case (November, 2012), a slew of PILs 

led the High Court of Karnataka to threaten to supersede its 
state capital Bengaluru’s elected municipal council, and its 
dissolution, if it hinders efforts to improve waste management 
in the city. In this case, the Court followed up on the results of 
actions taken by the city based on previous court orders, and 
noted that people are getting restless and are unsatisfied with 
the city’s performance. 

In another case in the state of Haryana, two senior officials 
in its urban development board faced prosecution in its High 
Court for dumping waste illegally in suburbs. 

India’s strong and independent judiciary is expected to play 
an increasing role in waste management in the future, but it 
cannot bring about the required change without the aid of a 
thorough national policy.

Problems with planning, policies
Out of all the measures that are necessary in addressing 

India’s impending waste management crisis, the most efficient 
will be changes at the national policy and planning level. It 
is expected that an average of 32,000 people will be added to 

urban India every day in the next decade through 2021. This 
number is a warning, considering how the country’s waste 
management infrastructure failed to cope with addition of just 
25,000 new urban Indians daily in the last decade. 

The scale of urbanisation in India and around the world is 
unprecedented resulting in planetary consequences to Earth’s 
limited material and energy resources, and its natural balance. 
The rate of increase in access to sanitation infrastructure 
generally lags behind the rate of urbanisation by 33 percent 
around the world. However, the lack of planning and impromptu 
piecemeal responses to waste management issues observed in 
India might indicate a much wider gap. 

Long-term national level plans to improve waste 
management in India do not exist and guidance offered to 
urban local bodies is also meagre. 

A growing industry
The Solid Waste Management (SWM) industry in India is 

young and growing, with a significant influx of new players 
from other sectors. Most of the industry is currently involved 
in collection, transportation, landfill and mechanical biological 
treatment contracts.

COMPOSITION OF MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE (%)

Waste Generation in Indian Cities

In the next three years, 
it is expected that India 
will have more than nine 
new waste-to-energy 
(WTE) plants in Mumbai 
(1), Thane (1), Cochin (1), 
Hyderabad (2), Chennai 
(2) and New Delhi (2 
more). This is a big 

number considering that there have been 
no new WTE facilities constructed in the 
US in the last 15 years, and it still landfills 
more than 50 percent of its waste.

In 2005, the Government of India 
responded to the challenge of solid 
waste management by investing $510 
million (INR 2,500 crore) in Public 
Private Partnerships (PPPs) projects 
initiated by local governments under 
its Jawaharlal Nehru Urban Renewal 
Mission (JnNURM). The PPPs have been 
encouraging the local governments while 
dealing with the tremendous pressure 
on limited infrastructure caused by 
increasing quantities of waste. In addition 
to complementing the budgetary and 
human resources of the public sector, the 
inclusion of private sector in infrastructure 
projects increases accountability, and 
improves the efficiency of project 
management and delivery. 

Reasons for hope
While the situation across India is grim 

and official action has to be demanded 
through courts or public protests, there 
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are a handful of local governments which are planning ahead 
and leading the way. The steps taken to solve New Delhi’s waste 
management problem is laudable.

If it was not for the kind of leadership and determination 
showcased in Delhi, India would not have had its only operating 
WTE plant. This plant was built in 2011, at a time when the need 
for WTE plants was being felt all over India. 1,300 tons of Delhi’s 
waste goes into this facility every day to generate electricity. 
Successful operation of this facility reinvigorated dormant 
projects across the nation. (Note from author: This plant is 
currently under a government review based on complaints 
about exceeding pollution control limits. We should wait until 
this review is finished to gauge the plant’s success.)

After living with heaps of garbage for months, 
Thiruvananthapuram Municipal Corporation started 
penalising institutions which dump their waste openly. It has 
also increased the subsidy on the cost of small-scale biogas units 
to 75 percent and aerobic composting units to 90 percent to 
encourage decentralised waste management. The corporation 
is optimistic with the increase in number of applications for the 
subsidy from 10 in an entire year to 18 in just a few months after 
the announcement.

In Bengaluru, improper waste management led to the 
change of the city’s Municipal Commissioner. The new 
Commissioner was handed over the job to particularly improve 
waste management in the city. In response to the dengue 
outbreak in Kolkata, the state’s Chief Minister went door- to-
door to create awareness about waste management, and also 
included the topic in her public speeches. For good or bad, 
many cities in India have started or initiated steps for banning 
plastics without performing lifecycle analyses.

What next?
Integrated waste management is the coordinated use of a 

strategically chosen set of waste management options which 

plays specific roles in prevention and reduction of waste and 
its transportation, and in material and energy recovery from 
wastes towards achieving maximum resource efficiency.

Experts believe India will have more than nine WTE projects 
in different cities across India in the next three years, which 
will help alleviate the situation to a great extent. However, since 
waste-to-energy combustion projects are designed to replace 
landfills, they also tend to displace informal settlements on the 
landfills.

The government should welcome discussions with local 
communities and harbour the informal recycling community 
by integrating it into the overall waste management system to 
make sure they do not lose their rights for the rest of the city’s 
residents. This is important from a utilitarian perspective, too, 
because in case of emergency situations like those in Bengaluru, 
Kerala and elsewhere, the informal recycling community might 
be the only existing tool to mitigate damage due to improper 
waste management as opposed to infrastructure projects which 
take more than one year for completion or the public awareness 
programs which take decades to show significant results.

Indian policy makers and municipal officials should utilise 
this opportunity, created by improper waste management 
examples across the country, to make adjustments to the 
existing MSW Rules 2000, and design a concrete national 
policy based on public needs, backed by science.

The impending waste management crisis in India should 
be approached holistically: while planning for long-term 
solutions, focus on addressing the immediate problems should 
be maintained. The national and local governments should 
work with their partners to promote source separation, achieve 
higher percentages of recycling and produce high quality 
compost from organics. While this is being achieved and 
recycling is increased, provisions should be made to handle 
the non-recyclable wastes that are being generated and will 
continue to in the future as well.
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The emergence of the heritage city of Mysuru as the 
cleanest city in the country in the pre-Swacch Bharat 
rankings has surprised many. Mysuru leads the list with 
minimal open defecation and extensive adoption of solid 
waste management practices. 

Thanks to rapid urbanisation, Mysuru currently 
produces over 435 tonnes of solid waste daily. It is a 
formidable challenge for the Mysore City Corporation 
(MCC) to handle such huge proportions of garbage and 
keep the city clean.

With the number of municipal wards (65 at present) 
likely to go up with the inclusion of several localities under 
the MCC limits, there will be a substantial increase in 
waste handling for the corporation, which needs to deploy 
more workers for the collection and disposal of waste. 

Endeavour for cleanliness
The MCC has reasonably good infrastructure and 

systems for garbage collection and disposal.

The sewage plant created in 1994 is today also an 
important source of cattle fodder. Door to door collection 
of garbage is efficient with the participation of civic groups 
and NGOs. In the well-laid out localities there are clearly 
demarcated areas for garbage collection. 

Mysuru has also clearly maintained the demarcation 
between its sleepy residential localities and commercial 
areas. In recent months sensing a garbage threat to the 
city, including several of its heritage sites, through the 
uncontrolled proliferation of roadside eateries, the MCC 
has launched a drive to regulate such eateries and move 
them to designated sites.

Another key factor in Mysuru’s emergence as a clean 
city is its dominant position as a tourism destination of 
historical and cultural importance. It attracts nearly 70,000 
foreign and 20 lakh Indian tourists each year on account of 
its palaces, museums and its yoga institutions. Therefore 
there has always been pressure on the administration and 
citizens to keep cleanliness in focus.

Mysuru’s endeavours for cleanliness have born fruits

Heritage city is the 
cleanest city
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Civil Society
It is here one must appreciate the efforts of Mysore 

Grahakara Parishad (MGP), a non-profit people’s  NGO 
which has stood like a watchdog keeping a close eye on some 
of the grandiose plans that the local municipality comes out 
with from time to time. 

MGP conducts weekly meetings in which interaction 
takes place with officers in charge of civic utilities. These 
help in ensuring common man’s needs are taken care of while 
preserving the City’s attractiveness as a tourist destination.

MGP is as much responsible as the city administrators 
in maintaining the heritage position of Mysuru and not 
allowing it to become a chaotic urban slum.

Citizens, with expertise and voluntarily willing to serve 
in committees meet in groups and come up with plans that 
would guide the city into the future while maintaining its 
grand heritage. The solid waste management which enabled 
the city claim the number 1 spot in the country is an off shoot 
of one such effort.

Way forward
As of now, the city is generating 402 tonnes of garbage 

a day of which only fifty percent is processed daily while 
the rest is dumped. To attend to the growing problem, the 
MCC has announced the setting up of two more solid waste 
management plants at Kesare and Rayanakere for better 
disposal of the garbage. With each of these plants having a 
capacity to process two hundred tonnes per day, the garbage 
problem is likely to be addressed efficiently. 

The missing link was segregation of waste at source, 

which the MCC is now addressing even as it starts work to 
build the new plants. The MCC has procured dustbins under 
the integrated municipal solid waste management plan at a 
cost of Rs. 2.95 crore. 

Already, the MCC has set its eyes on earning revenue from 
municipal waste. But, in spite of efforts made in previous 
years in this regard, it is yet to set an example by making 
it happen. A team from MCC visited Sweden to study the 
technology developed in a municipality there where waste is 
converted into bio-fuel for running vehicles.

After earning the ‘cleanest city’ tag, the corporation has 
set its eyes on bagging the distinction of being the country’s 
healthiest city (categorised green).

Will it happen without scientific solutions? Mysuru 
was classified in the blue category (recovering, but still 
diseased), ahead of Bangalore that has been placed in the 
black category (needing considerable improvement). MCC 
has a better chance of showing the way unlike other major 
civic agencies.

Sure enough, Mysuru has still a long way to go. But it has a 
strong backbone beneath, thanks to the efforts of visionaries 
of the past, an efficient municipal corporation, and a vigilant 
watchdog MGP which reins in any effort to drag Mysuru off 
into disorder and urban chaos.

Mysuru combines its modernity with its heritage values 
and that is its USP. A lot more needs to be done, no doubt. 
But it has shown it can combine its glorious past with 
dedicated efforts in the present in a harmonious blend to 
make it among the top tourist destinations of the world in 
the future.
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This bulletin of NSWAI Envis is published by National Solid Waste Association of India.
Feedback for the newsletter would be appreciated.

Contact Us

Upcoming Events
07 Apr 2016 - 08 Apr 2016
Clean & Green India 2016

 
03 Apr 2016 - 06 Apr 2016
The 31st International Conference on Solid Waste Technology 
and Management

 
18 Dec 2015 - 19 Dec 2015
Kerala Waste Management Summit & Exposition Building  
Sustainable Economies through Effective Waste Management

07 Dec 2015 - 09 Dec 2015
Training Programme on “Municipal Solid Waste  
Management – Collection, Transportation and Disposal”
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A-207, LGF, Defence Colony,   New Delhi - 
110024, India

Phone : +91 9967671952
Visit us at
www.nswaienvis.nic.in, www.nswai.com
Email us at
nswai@envis.nic.in, nswaindia@gmail.com
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